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About us:
Our research centre, newly founded in September 2018, aims to establish and support the
new possibility of the universal and comprehensive welfare state to encounter the deceptive
discourse produced by neoliberal economists. Our fundamental goal is to propose that the
universal and comprehensive welfare state is possible all over the world which ultimately
leads to an ideally democratic politics and equality. More importantly, our centre also expects
to introduce a set of the new comprehension of the welfare-state management to developing
countries.
 
More info about us please visit: www.welfarestateispossible.org
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Amid the gaining paces of neoliberalism and national populism around the

world, this conference aims to seek for ways to tackle socio-economic

inequalities by employing the universal welfare state. The idea of the New

Left is conceived in order to challenge the market-based rationality that

governs not only economics but also our everyday lives. Universal Basic

Income (UBI) is arguably one of the main approaches that would reduce the

widening inequalities in income and rights to access public services, which

could enhance people's quality of living as a whole. Thus, the main question

is not only placed on how we can see the universal welfare state and UBI as

the main tool to deal with the socio-economic struggles for the many, but

also how can we encourage and provoke the public to see these approaches

as a mandatory way rather than an alternative one?
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As a result of the global expansion of neoliberalism and its overexploitation since the
late of the 20th century, a workfare regime has drastically occupied every state of an

individual’s life. The capital growth of international financial and services has
transformed the rights of democratic citizens into a paid-membership and an

entrepreneurial subject. The basic welfare such as education, healthcare and secured
pension are increasingly commoditised hence the majority of people are required to pay
and invest in their basic needs which were previously provided by a state. On the other
hand, the rise of market liberalisation generates the monopolisation of the dominating
1%. A small number of elites has polarised the political and economic resources under

the logic of privatisation and individualisation.
 

There Is No Alternative (TINA) –the popular phase raised during the dawn of
neoliberalism in the 1980s manifested the idea of self-responsibility minimising the role

of the state in securing people's quality of living. The ruling neoliberal conservative
group claimed that the universal and comprehensive welfare state was the cause of

economic regression and inefficient in protecting unemployment. Right-wing
governments thus made an effort to diminish the welfare state in their countries and

brought back a classic liberal economics approach in which social protection and
proper welfare rights were significantly compromised as appeared in Brazil, Russia,

India, and China. During the 1990s, the misname political parties such as Social
Democrat and Labour Party in Western Europe introduced the Third-Way Scheme by

compromising the welfare-state policy with market-oriented and mean-test welfare. The
consequence of the third-way system exhibits problems for several decades later. High-

cost but low-quality welfare provisions have eventually replaced the universal and
comprehensive welfare state.

 
Mainstream economists who support neoliberal rationalities regularly produce a

narrative to attack welfare-state countries. Most of the explanations predicted that the
Nordic welfare state which was a prominent model of universal benefits would

dilapidate since the 1990's economic crisis in Sweden. However, it has been almost
three decades that the Nordic model has proved that the universal and comprehensive

welfare state is not only efficient amid the globalisation of the world economy but it
also gradually encourages economic creativity and crucially enhances human rights.

The evolution of the welfare state continuously proceeds regardless of a compromise
with neoliberalism as it was earlier predicted. 
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9.30-10.00 Registration
 
10.00 - 11.00 Keynote Speakers 
Welfare State and Its Implications for Thailand --  Dr Voravid Chareunlert 

 
The Future of the Metonymic Left and its Discontents -- Dr Wayne Deakin

 
 
 
11.00 - 12.00  Presentation Panel: Micropolitics and Media
 
11.00 - 11.20 The Lost of Natural Basic Styles of Love in Neoliberalism -- Sasiporn Thawan

 
11.20 - 11.40 Nationalism in a Beauty Pageant: Case studies of answers from Thailand's
pageants in Top 5 announcement and final Q&A in Miss Universe 2016 and 2017 pageant
-- Kwanchanok Chulasereekul 

 
11.40 - 12.00 The Influence of Media on the Political Education of Each Generation in Thailand 2019 
--Taschanon Kawdee

 
12.00 - 13.00 Lunch Break
 
13.00 - 14.00 Presentation Panel: Political Communication and State Policies  
 
13.00 - 13.20 How to be a Legitimate Politician on Political Communication: Case study of
Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit in Thailand Election --Yanisa Thepwutthisathapone

 
13.20- 13.40  The Shaping of Popularity of the Military Dictatorship Government 
-- Chanunchida Phanasinlapakul

 
13.40 - 14.00 Political Economy Regarding Methods of Solving the Problem of Thai Inequality 
in the Neoliberal Trend: A case study of Thai government policy from 1997 to the present
-- Nathanop Satthatham

 
14.00 -16.00 Public Forum 
The 20-Year National Strategy, State Corporatism and Education in Thailand 
-- Dr Omsin Jatuporn

 
Precarious Work, Insecured Life and Universal Basic Income 
-- Dr Tossapon Tassanakunlapan
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Voravid Chareunlert is a lecturer at Faculty of Economics, Chiangmai University.
He is a dedicating academic who has significantly contributed to the welfare state studies in Thailand.
His research interests cover aspects such as precarious labour, worker's welfare, and public welfare. 
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Wayne Deakin is a lecturer at Faculty of Humanities, Chiangmai University. His current research
interests include European Romanticism and its connections to German Idealism.He is also interested in and has
written upon Hermeneutical Phenomenology, Marx and Hegel. Through his engagement with Thai politics and
culture he is also interested in Postcolonialism and its discontents, as instanced recently by the thought of
thinkers such as Vivek Chibbe.
 

Beyond the Metonymic Left: Towards a Truly Universal Welfare State.
 
In this paper I contend that the New Left as it is currently conceptualized has become metonymic, much in the way words
like “Shakespeare” or “Hollywood” are metonymic(1). The “Left” has therefore come to signify many different political
concepts depending upon one’s political persuasion. This is instanced through the misunderstandings and appropriations of
the metonymic left by people as diverse as Jordan Peterson through to many thinkers who indulge in the discourse of
conspiracy theory (C.T) such as W.S. Lind. (1998), who first coined the C.T. term “cultural Marxism”. The New Left as such
has become associated with a number of Liberal discourse areas, such as identarian politics, feminism, postcolonialism and
even political correctness. This has culminated in a devalued term that holds no weight of signification anymore.
Furthermore, many of the attacks upon the “New Left” conflate it with postmodernism, which is categorically incorrect, see
for example Eagleton (1986), Zizek (2008). The “Right” has similarly been classified under other such variegated
conceptualisations of Liberalism. The political-philosophical consequences are such that we need a new discourse to
address socioeconomic “wicked problems” such as poverty, healthcare deficiency and education that requires a shift
beyond the old “Right/Left” paradigm. A reworked vocabulary or discourse would not only reject such shallow and
metonymic notions such as the Left and Right but would address social problems, such as the requirement of a Welfare
State in a more nuanced and localized framework. It is therefore important not only to move beyond metonymic (and
incorrect) uses of noun phrases such as the Left and the Right but also to address ideals such as The Universal Welfare
State in a more nuanced discourse that deconstructs and moves beyond such binary logic and hence moves towards a
genuinely Concrete Universal conceptualization of the State.       
 
(1) Metonymic meaning the name-shift of a word to mean something much more particular or general: hence “I like
Shakespeare” doesn’t mean I’ve met and known the man, but that I enjoy reading the works of Shakespeare.
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What comes with neoliberalism. It is not just about economics only. It also includes a living
The values and beliefs of people in society are similar. Especially the middle class and 
working class. Even in a relationship of love between individuals. This love between individuals 
influence their daily life is enormous. The love between a person's feelings. It is a delicate matter 
and is not prohibited. And the other is Love in the neoliberal system as a burden to the neoliberal 
system every day. 
 
Like a relationship built Comfort zone in the life of a person to be able to fight in a brutal world. 
When neoliberalism plays a role in interpersonal relations. Causes various factors and conditions. 
The purpose of this study is to determine the criteria for choosing relationships between people. 
Movable properties and real estate, assets and so on, these factors become its basic factors. 
Basic factors for developing relationships, appearance, race, religion. Natural love is described by 
John Lee in six aspects: Eros, Storage, Ludic, Pragma, Manic and Agape. Eros is a romantic love. 
Storage is a stable of love. Ludic is a game of love. Pragma give precedence to external factor and 
be a reasonable. Manic is credulous in love and the last Agape is the pure love. But in Neoliberalism
 maybe decrease any basic styles of love just Pragma style that interest in external factor. 
Therefore, I am very interested and think that these factors are new supplements to make them 
common sense. Normal society This is not a good thing, because the new liberalism is human. 
Love is natural. But neoliberalism is the natural love of human beings, and finally, human beings 
can not feel the nature of love.

Nowadays, people give more attention to the beauty pageant competition even though it has had for a very 
long time. One interested reason might be the rules that change to match with time which differently appear in 
every competitions of beauty pageants. Miss Universe is one of the beauty pageant competitions that people 
recognize and many countries around the world sent their pageants to compete in this competition. Rules are 
changing through time since 1955 until in 2015, new interested rule was announced. It is the final Q&A in the 
top 5 announcement round. In the past, it was just a small talk about the pageant or general things. But with 
this new rule, all beauty pageant competitors have to answer questions from the judges which could be about 
society, economy, politics, social movement and human rights. It shows that beauty is just only a primary thing
 to the next round of the competition, thought about the problems in the world is more significant because it 
could show the perspective of that pageant. Another new rule is “Popular vote”, one of the competitors that get
 the highest vote from social media will be autonomously in top 20 announcement round. Social media could 
be such a great impact to this competition as same as others because streams in the social media could be 
pick up to be the question too. Therefore, the answers from the competitor will show how nationalism effect in
 their lives because they all grown up in a different area with different kind of nationalism. Beauty pageant 
competitors from Thailand could pass to the top 5 announcement and final Q&A round in 2016 and 2017. 
Their answers show the nationalism of Thailand but less or more, will be discussed.
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Media is important to factor in politics. From the past to the present, the media has been used 
as a political tool. The government can use the media to distribute various news to the public.
In a democracy, Media can help people check the government about the activities of 
government is good for people or not. In dictator, Media can help government propaganda and 
Misrepresentation to people for ease of government to dominate or corruption.Thailand has 
divided the people between each generation as Silent Generation, Baby Boomer, Generation X,
Generation Y, Generation Z, and Generation C. Each generation receives different media.
Generations can divide 2 big groups. First is Generations before globalization and, 
Second is Generations after globalization. I explain the differences in media reception of each 
generation and consequent of media in the political education of each generation in 2 groups.
Example, Silent Generation is used to receiving newspapers or television and Generation Z is 
used to receiving on the internet. These differences in media reception can make people have 
a different idea of political. Finally, I show that why people in each generation have tended to 
obey the government or analyze reality from the media.

The elected administrative representative in Thailand is so important so the people must study 
every aspect of policy carefully, without any factors that would affect the decision to the parties 
involved.Since, nowadays the politicians have adopted political communication, both 
performance, personality and the individual such as their own family, daily life and education, 
and etc.are revealed to the people in order to claim righteousness for themselves as 
appropriate and potent enough to administer the country after the party's own published 
policies or their groups already.But if people are motivated by principles of political 
communication of politicians through the various actor decisions that have used the principle of 
political communication such as speech, dressing, performance which related with the party's 
policies. It might be an extremely issue.So this research will mention to 
"Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit" who is the leader of future forward party that very famous 
person in Thailand even if this is the political game for him but the most of people believe him 
and his party.
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Because Thailand have governed by democracy. That provide the majority rule. But in contrast,
There were many times of coup d’etat. So it causes political intervene from military. It occurs
many question about what the true reasons of coup d’etat are. Because of weakness of the
government, politician corruption or power struggle. In general, seizure of power is done for a
period of time.  When the coup committee saw that the country returned to normalcy. There will
be an election to have a new government to run the country. But in this coup d'etat, the seizure
of power has been around for 5 years, un-examination of the military power and transparency. 
 And the deprivation of the right to freedom of political expression of the people, including
corruption that no one can investigate. But what is surprising is that the recent election results
show that democratic parties have a similar vote to those in the military dictatorship. This is
another issue that the author raises questions about why the election results are like that.
Despite the age of communication with social media, it can be seen that the majority of the new
generation of people do not accept the party that is in the military dictatorship. And the people in
the party that support the party that is in the military dictatorship will be the people who are in
the middle age group from onwards. And some are groups of people who are knowledgeable in
politics and governance. From the analysis, it appears that the factor that made that group of
people decide to choose the military dictatorship to manage the country is the factor of social
order.But those factors are not as important as a group of people who do not realize the
importance of their rights.
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The objective of this study is 1.) to study the level of effort by the Thai government in solving
inequality In each era By studying through 3 developmental stages, namely 1997, under the
government of Mr Chuan Leekpai, in 2001 under the government of Dr. Thaksin Shinawatra and
in 2014 until now. Under the government, General Prayut Chan-ocha 2.) to explain the
effectiveness of Thai policies to solve the inequality In each era since the year 1997 under the
government of Mr Chuan Leekpai, Year 2001 under the government of Dr. Thaksin Shinawatra
and the year 2014 until now Under the government, General Prayut Chan-ocha
 
This study will project three important phases of development since 1997 under the government
of Mr Chuan Leekpai to Dr. Thaksin Shinawatra's government in 2001 until the government of
General Prayut Chan-ocha in the year 2014 until now. Which, when analyzed with the
Commitment to Reducing Inequality Index (CRI), will find out how much the Thai government
has tried to solve this issue. And which policy can affect the efficiency in resolving the said
problem more efficiently and clearly? The study of the efficiency of the solution to the inequality
of the Thai state Will be an important and necessary step forward for the future.
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Due to the changing of information technology in the context of Neo-Liberalism which overshadow the life
of people, Corporate has determined the spatial activity based on the acceleration of speed globally.
However, Thai State has a responsibility and duty upon legal instrument to protect the human rights of
people for living in dignity and fulfill Sustainable Development Goal. The obvious vulnerable group effected
by the challenges in digital age is “Freelancer” which is the labor in flexible employment and out of labor
law abiding: without legal insurance, has no specific workplace, safety working condition and less
opportunity to assemble as a labor union. These vulnerabilities has been generated as the strategy of
capitalist adapted, the changing employment condition, from Fordism Style to flexible a working time and
space. 
 
These impacts upon freelance worker represent the risks, generated by the production procedure in Digital
Era, are in many aspects; political, economic and cultural. The insecurities triggered by such system
vibrate the form of working, economic activity, the possession of digital asset, opportunity to compete in
digital platform including personal and public realm. Thus, the relevant legal regime; legal provision,
implementation measure and legal institution, must be enlarged to assure the rights of freelance worker in
transition time. In order to tackle challenges from the 21st Century, Thai State should procure the
comprehensive policy which could handle problems of freelancer in all aspect. Hence, the possibility of
employing Universal Basic Income would be the priority alternative since it may solve the hardship of
human in Disruptive Technology Society.

This session is open to public and will be conducted in the local language (Thai) in order
to widely engage with audiences to exchange ideas and questions.
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Dr. B.R.Ambedkar, the chairman of the drafting committee of the Indian Constitution in his last speech
delivered during the submission of the constitution warned that a political democracy cannot last
unless there is a social democracy at its base (1987). He said that political equality which gives one
person one vote without economic and social equality will be a life of contradictions. He warned the
committee that such a democracy cannot survive long and would end up blowing up the structure of
political economy. He said that without equality, liberty and fraternity could not survive and vice versa.
Social Justice was one of the founding tenets of the Indian Constitution. Social justice in Indian context
is not simply about class inequalities but about caste inequalities; the Indian sub-continent is plagued
with the graded inequality of caste which often is more pronounced than class. Film has often been
described as an allegory of the nation in India (Prasad, 1998; Vasudevan, 2010). From time to time
different films have voiced the concerns for social justice. The question of social justice in the context of
film is also the question of representation. It is the question of whose story is being told, whose
perspective is being told. 
 
 In this article I briefly examine the ideas of social justice reflected in Hindi film songs across different
eras. These songs are a random selection and only serve to illustrate the reflection of the idea of social
justice in the medium of film (I have elaborated on the method of using songs to study the society
elsewhere. Check Krishna (2018) for more details). Several poets and litterateurs who believed in the
socialist dream for the nation have been active contributors to the egalitarian imagination of the
society in film as script writers and lyricists. In this article I limit my comments to the lyrics of the song
and the context of the film and do not elaborate on the details of the on screen representation. Naya
Daur (1957) was a film about the competition between a motor bus and a horse drawn cart in a village;
it was on the theme of man Vs. the machine and presented a mistrust towards the machine. The title of
the film meant new age, pointing out to the new era of the nation. It had a song called, “Sathi haath
badhana..” (Comrade extend your hand) which was a call for collective living and sharing of work. The
lyrics were written by Sahir Ludhianvi who was known for his socialist leanings. The lyrics assert the
power of collective action and its capability of changing the world. They call out “to work together and
share the burden”. This song belonging to the first decade of independence can be interpreted as an
imagination of a certain socialist society built on shared labor where the collective works towards
building the nation. The next song I examine if ”Apni to jaise taise..” (My life will pass ..) from the film
Lawaaris (1981). It was written by Anand Bakshi. The film title means orphan; it is a story of the travails
of an orphan. By the 1980s, the country had already lived through thirty years of independence but
there was no considerable progress in the agenda set by the nation at the time of independence. 
Social equality both in terms of class and caste was far from real. It is in this context that I view the song
“Apni to jaise taise” the lyrics narrativize the anguish of the individual who has been betrayed by the
nation. The lyrics point out to the glaring inequalities in the nation. The protagonist sings that some
individuals are considered to be gift to the world and some others as plaguing the world, pointing out to
the inequalities in the society. He expresses his anguish at the rich saying the sweat of the rich has more
value than the blood of the poor. Here we see that the dream of the collective has been broken and the
individual is raising voice against the structural inequalities. Until the 1980s, Hindi films mostly
focused on class inequalities, it is only after the 1990s that they began to speak about the inequalities of
caste. This was prompted by the growing anti-caste movements across different parts of the country.
The third song I write about is a background song from the film Article 15 (2015).
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Article 15(2015) has direct references to anti-caste struggles happening in the country. The song “Kahab
to lag jaye dhak se…” is a song which plays in the background in the beginning of the film. It was based
on a folk song. The film is a journey of an upper caste man to understand caste (The film has been
criticized for sporting an upper caste savior complex and having a shallow understanding of caste.
Nonetheless it had references to several of the ongoing anti-caste struggles.). The song is sung from the
perspective of lower caste people who point out to the inequalities. They sing that while they struggled
to eat basic meals, the rich and the powerful (upper castes) feasted on variety of delicacies. While the
upper castes sent their kids to school and colleges the kids from lower castes had to work as laborers.
The song is the collective voice of the underprivileged questioning the nation.
The question of inequality and oppression have been raised repeatedly in the medium of film.  
For example in recent times there have been several films on inequalities of caste like Kaala (2018),
Periyarum Perumal (2018), Fandry (2013), Sairat (2016), Ozhivu divasathe kali (2015) in different
language films across India. Films, and film songs have been reminders of the failures of the promises
of the nation; most often prompted by the on-ground struggles.
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Yamini Krishna is a PhD scholar in the Department of Film Studies, The English and Foreign
Languages University (EFLU), Hyderabad. She works on the history of urban development
around film in Hyderabad. Her areas of interest are media history, urban history, public art
and princely states.
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The last decades have shown that democracy still constitutes an attractive ideal for
people who live under autocratic regimes, apparently spreading through 'waves of
democratisation', but old and new democracies face a deep crisis. More recently, the
neoliberal challenges to democracy have emerged in the wake of financial and
economic crises. The 2008 global financial crisis was the consequence of
financialisation or the creation of massive fictitious financial wealth, and of the
hegemony of a reactionary ideology, namely, neoliberalism, based on the self-
regulated and efficient markets. The relationship between neoliberalism and
democracy has always been one marked by tension and contradiction. While early
experiments with neoliberal reforms were instigated by the IMF, the World Bank, and
the USA Treasury Department, in an effort to help crisis-stricken developing countries
by prescribing a series of reforms, the so-called ‘Washington Consensus’ policies. Such
policies aimed at achieving macroeconomic stabilisation, reducing governments’ role
in the economy, privatising public assets, and reducing public expenditure. Thereby,
the “globalisation project” replaced the “development project,” transforming the
primary economic function of the state so that the goal became managing global
economic growth and maintaining participation in the global economy over national
concerns. Unfortunately, the wholesale neoliberal project have not brought prosperity
to the developing world. Moreover, recent developments in global capitalism have
raised questions regarding the implications of neoliberal reforms implemented in
developed countries. Across the Western world, economic dislocation and
demographic change have triggered populist radical right parties, which challenge
the western liberal democracy. The crisis of neo-liberal hegemonic project both in the
Global North and Global South, might open the way for nationalism and
authoritarianism, but it can also provide the opportunity for reclaiming and
deepening the democratic institutions that have been weakened by 40 years of
neoliberalism

Yosef Kamal Ibssa is a part-time lecturer at Department of Sociology, Study Council, University
of Copenhagen. His research interest include democratisation and civil societies, ethnic
conflict, nationalism, conflict resolution and peace, globalisation and International migration,
ethnic minorities, diasporas engagement in conflict and peace in homeland politics.
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The welfare state in a historical perspective
Denmark is a small country that has lost territorial grandness. It has evolved into a modern state largely
through cooperative movements based in a rural, agricultural society. It has built up a national identity of a
folk, with a strong territorial identification. In the second half of the nineteenth century a democracy
emphasizing the participation of ordinary people emerged based on peasant enlightenment, and at the turn of
the 20th century the urban working class was incorporated into this ideal of enlightenment and social
solidarity. To this day, Danes like to perceive themselves and their country as very authentic and anti-elitist.
Social liberalism, face to face solutions and social levelling in public life are, according to Danes, virtues of their
culture.
 
Founding values and characteristics of the welfare state
As in other European nations the building of a welfare state became part of the nation-building process and
today there is an overlap between the nation state and the welfare state. The latter is understood as the
institutionalization of welfare as a social system of rights in a state concept. The Danish welfare state is founded
on a commitment to egalitarianism and social security upheld with state intervention and regulation. It is based
on the universalist ‘Nordic model’, characterized by a system of generous, universalistic income transfers and
social rights based on citizenship/residence and not contribution. Significant characteristics of the welfare
state of 2019 is a high standard public health care system free for all, free state education, including tertiary
education, public kindergartens (96% of under school age children attend kindergarten in Denmark), generous
student grants irrespective of parents’ income for all students above the age of 18, generous social benefits and
assistance, one year paid maternity leave and parental leaves, universal state pensions, public old age homes
and assistance to the elderly living at home, public financial funding of youth and sport organisations and
cultural institutions, etc. The crown of the welfare state was the law on assistance, that since 1992 has
guaranteed citizens  a humane standard of  living secured by flat rates.
 
The strong cultural notion of equality has manifested itself notably in attitudes towards income and gender.
Though inequality has grown in Denmark since the 1990s and the proportion of the population living in
relative poverty has grown along an increase of non-western immigrants Denmark still has one of the lowest
income inequalities in the world. Both men and women display high labour market participation as a result of a
strong commitment to employment, which Andersen  sees as an implicit cultural precondition of the Danish
welfare state. Work is almost a constitutional right, because unemployment poses a threat to the welfare state.
Students of social policy often idealize the Scandinavian welfare states, and scholars have studied why this
region has been successful in developing a model state. Several authors point to the fact that the countries have
been very homogeneous culturally in terms of ethnicity, religion (Lutheran) and language. This “sameness”
might have mediated the development of nations reconciling to a nationalism in which consensus, equality,
open democracy and solidarity are core values. Such, solidarity has broadened from class to nation, which
implies that everybody must do their share. Kærgård (2006) contends that the combination of the smallness of
Denmark and its homogeneity foster a high level of social cohesion and social capital.  On the basis of the
European Value Survey 2008 Gundelach (2011) concludes that social trust is the norm of the Danish society.
Hence, Denmark is regarded as  a “high trust country”.
The welfare state forms the framework of the lives of all Danes. Hansen notes that while building the welfare
state it “came to represent internal unity and solidified a popular nationalism akin to democratization from
below”. Folkestyre  (rule by the people) is at the centre of Danish political discourse and policy. In a political
structure described as pragmatic and conciliatory there is a tradition of strong political participation, both
individually and collectively, through organised groups. In Denmark an important element in the education of
democratic principles and procedures is also a rich tradition of voluntary organisations and voluntary work.
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Challenges
 
Demographic changes
An aging population represents also a future problem in Denmark. By 2002, for every 100 person within the
working age (16-64), there were 56 persons that had to be provided for. By 2040, that number is expected to
increase to 76. A growing elderly population puts a higher pressure on health services, which also is met with
growing expectations by the general population. Health expenses in DK amount to 9.8% of BNP. Currently,
retirement age is 67, but it is expected to reach 70 by 2030. However, the current minority labour government
promised the electorates at the recent general election that people with physically hard work should have the
opportunity to retire up to six years before the formal retirement age. The feasibility of administrating
individual retirement is much debated and the   government is not expected  neither to be able to develop
functional retirement rules nor to be able to pass its policy in Parliament.
In proportion to the total population, Denmark is home for a significant number of immigrants from non-
Western countries, mainly refugees and their families, and their number is expected to grow. They have a
notable lower labour market participation and they constitute a growing expense for the public coffins.
 
Globalization 
Globalisation challenges the Danish welfare state by increasing the mobility of the labour force and by
increasing the international competition. Denmark must try to keep its high-educated labour force and attract
similar labour force from abroad. Some commentators think that these objectives will be difficult to deliver as
the Danish tax rates are high. The high educated person will get more out of his or her wages in a country with
lower tax rates.
 
Funding
To maintain the extensive reach and uphold the universal principles of the welfare state the public expenses
are assessed to grow from approximately 1/3 of the BNP  to 2/3 in 2040. It requires increased taxation. While
the general public ask more and more of the welfare state and ask for longer holidays (currently, minimum 6
weeks + public holidays) and shorter working days there is a growing resentment among higher earners
towards the tax system. Increased global competition puts a downward pressure on wages and limit the tax
foundation while the welfare state must align its form and extent more similar to welfare states in the EU. 
 
Redistribution vs. meritocracy
The income inequality has also deepened in Denmark, and even more than in many other European countries.
The  feeling of solidarity, that everybody is in the same boat, does not exist among the majority of the elite. The
feeling amongst the elite is basically that they have earned and deserve their high incomes and that it is good
for the society that they have high incomes. The development is ascribed to globalization and its emphasis on
liberalism and individualism. In line with Anthony Giddens’ and Tony Blair’s New labour and the “opportunity
society” the Social Democratic parties in Europe, and so in Denmark, increasingly understands equality as
equal opportunity and not as equal outcome. The Danish prime minister, Mette Frederiksen, representing the
Social Democrats (labour party) has at one point declared that a modern welfare state is more about social
mobility than redistribution. A professor in Social Policy said in 2016 in an interview about the more
disadvantaged groups in the Danish society: “The most disadvantaged groups have gone from being groups
that we had some kind of sympathy with, perhaps even felt sorry for, to become scapegoats in our system: to be
those who creates our problems”.
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A Danish history professor, Niels Christiansen, writes that the Social Democrats  originally envisioned that a
general social security would lead to the construction of solidarity: “Contrary to these expectations grew the
highly developed  welfare state and individual social security, individualism and the demand for individual
satisfaction of needs  during a time strongly assisted by the re-entrance of liberalism on the ideological scene”.
Another commentator, professor Emiritus, Erik Jørgen Hansen, writes that the Danish welfare state has
developed a tendency to undermine that  sense of commitment to the society and the common ethics of
togetherness that it presupposes.
These observations fall in line with the main message in Daniel Markovits’ new, recommendable book: The
Meritocracy Trap – how America’s Foundational Myth Feeds Inequality, Dismantles the Middle Class and
Devours the Elite”. He writes that a society based on merit aggravates the inequality in the society. He writes
that at the momentin we have to earn the goods of the society through hard work and determination. With this
framework it is explained what is fair in the educational system and in the labour market. However, Markovits
talks about the “meritocratic heritage”. In an increasingly competitive educational system, Markovits claims
that highly educated parents spend 13 times more on their children’s education than less educated parents.
This leaves the privileged children a huge advantage that they bring along with them to the labour market. In
other words, the opportunity society praising “merit” maintains or even exasperates inequality. As not only the
Danish welfare state increasingly identify themselves with the dogma “opportunity for all”, it is very important
to  investigate the practice of equal opportunity from the perspective of redistribution.

Jesper Kulvmann is a citizen of Denmark. He has worked in the health sector for many years,
within Europe, the African continent and Greenland. He had work experience within the
health sector in Denmark, the UK, Botswana and Greenland. He worked with immigration
issues in the UK, Denmark and Thailand. He holds an MSc in public health from London
School of Economics and he has studied social policy at the University of Oxford (PhD). His
main academic interests are within welfare state studies and immigration.
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WE ARE OPEN TO VARIOUS FORMS
OF WRITINGS INCLUDING:
 
- ARTICLE (NON-ACADEMIC)
 
- INTERVIEW
 
- JOURNAL
 
- FICTION/NON-FICTION
 
- POEMS
 
- LYRICS
 
- PLAYS
 
- OR SOMETHING ELSE!
 
(IN ENGLISH AND NO LONGER
THAN 3,000 W0RDS)
 

We believe that the ideas
of the welfare state and
social equality are simply
a major part of our
everyday lives. These
ideas are however often
over-complicated by
politicians and experts
which could draw
understanding away from
people’s daily lives.
 
We are thus looking for
ways to communicate
these ideas in a simple
form and narration just
like the air we breathe.

 



T H E  W E L F A R E  S T A T E  
 

I S  P O S S I B L E

"Rebuild good working-class jobs. Rebuild

public services, homes and communities

and rebuild our democracy too. One

reason why we’re in this mess is because,

when the bankers crashed the economy,

working families paid the price. Greed and

inequality ran riot while wages and public

services were cut to the bone...This is isn’t

about the politics of envy. It’s about the

politics of justice. Because workers create

the wealth and workers should get a fair

share of it." 

 

Frances O’Grady, general secretary of the

Trades Union Congress

 (September 2019)
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